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Abstract

The study examined the influence of teaching practicum supervisors’ identity on student 
assessment during the practicum. Identity was based on supervisors’ teaching experi-
ence and subject background. Using a confirmatory research design with qualitative 
and quantitative methods, data was drawn from 150 assessment forms on lessons 
observed by 15 supervisors’ during practicum besides follow-up interviews. Findings 
show that there is no relationship between supervisors’ identity and assessment of stu-
dents’ knowledge of subject content. However, a significant relationship is suggested 
between supervisors’ identity and rating of students’ teaching plans, communication, 
use of instructional materials, classroom management, and evaluation of the teaching 
and learning process. 

Emphasis during assessment was placed on context-dependent rather than context-
independent variables of the observed lessons. Context-dependent aspects are perceived 
differently by supervisors because they require students to reconstruct acquired knowl-
edge to solve diverse teaching-related challenges. The assessment form completed by 
supervisors during lesson observation is a platform for discourse between the objective 
and subjective elements of assessment, whose outcome eventually determines students’ 
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teaching performance. The form elevates supervisors to final judges as they negotiate 
along the objective and subjective continuum. Although perceived as rigid, it ensures 
validity and reliability of the scores obtained. 

Keywords: Teacher education, teaching, teaching practicum supervisor, practicum, 
profession, assessment.

Introduction 

Practicum is an integral and highly valued component of initial teacher education 

students to the practicalities of teaching in a real school setting. During the 
practicum, assessment of students’ performance by supervisors is a key element. 
Recognising the centrality of institutions in structuring identities, the major 
assumption in this study is that supervisors perceive the practicum differently. 

students during the practicum.

the practical, the technological, the personal, and the critical social or social 

teaching practicum supervisors undergo affect their development in pedagogy 
and management of students’ learning and assessment. 
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is minimal since it is based on the rubric of the assessment form provided by 

supervised. Supervisors having this perception about teaching merely check out 

of competences. Rather, it calls for responsibility for strategy and evaluation 
by professional peers. Moreover, as an art, teaching is novel, unconventional, 
unpredictable, and considerably autonomous. Evaluation aims to improve 
teaching; therefore, self- and critical assessment by peers, based on holistic 

Each of the above described conceptions about teaching has underlying 

practicum is either a bureaucratic and managerial concern, or a professional and 
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students’ performance under various conditions rather than the assessment tool 

subject background on their assessment of students.

The practicum at Makerere University, School of Education

University, the practicum is a component of the three year Bachelor of Arts/

and eight lessons spread across the period. During a lesson, a supervisor sits 
at the back of the classroom to observe issues arising and capture them in an 

the assessment behaviour of teaching practicum supervisors, especially the 

identities on the assessment of students during practicum, it is hoped that teacher 

internationally, teacher education and all that goes on in its name is open to 

for corroborating similar studies conducted in different settings and times. 
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Methodology 

departments in Makerere University. At the time of this study, the practicum 
had come to a conclusion and most of the supervisors had gone on holiday. 

sampling, the study considered teaching practicum supervisors’ professional 

had taught in their respective departments for less than ten years, and four for 

rank of lecturer. 

subject content, use of teaching aids and chalkboard, classroom organisation 

representative of the entire staff of the School of Education, Makerere University.
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Table 1: Selected aspects of the School Practice Assessment Form

Name of student teacher:……………………………………………

Subject taught:…………………………………………………….........

Name of supervisor:………………………………………………….....

Aspect Score Points arising out of the 
lesson

1.  Lesson plan and scheme of work (15 
marks)

Appropriate format/layout
Clear statement of objectives
Adequate content to be covered 
in a lesson 
Appropriate teaching methods

0  1  2  3
0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4
0  1  2  3  4

2. Teacher’s communication (20 marks)
Motivating introduction of lesson 
and clear linkage between 
previous and current lessons
Adequate voice level projection
Clarity of explanation and 
instruction
Questioning technique (relevance, 
clarity, frequency and distribution, 
thought provoking, answerability)
Encourages students’ participation 
and involvement in the lesson

0  1  2  3  4
0  1  2  3

0  1  2  3  4  5

0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4

3.  Knowledge of subject content (16 
marks)

Subject content appropriate to 
level of class
Use of relevant examples and 
illustrations
Sequencing of content into the 
lesson
Use of students’ questions and 
answers 

0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4
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4.  Use of teaching aids and 
chalkboard (14 marks)

Relevance/suitability of teaching 
aids
Creativity/use of environment/real 
objects
Clarity, attractiveness of teaching 
aids, readability of writing/
diagrams and pictures
Correct time and use of teaching 
aids
Systematic use of chalkboard, 
legibility of letters, straight lines 
and clean chalkboard after lesson 

0  1  2  3

0  1  2  3

0  1  2  3
0  1  2 

0  1  2

5.  Classroom organisation and 
management (18 marks)

Classroom cleanliness
Effective classroom control and 
management 
Use of relevant humour and 
awareness of class climate/
addresses students by names
Supervision of class work and 
posture in class before chalkboard
Time management

0  1  2

0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3

0  1  2  3  4
0  1  2

6.  Assignment and evaluation (14 
marks)

Relevant assignment given marked 
and feedback given
Evidence of whether learning has 
taken place through quick review 
of what has been taught
Nature of work in students 
notebooks/evidence of monitoring 
students’ work
Meaningful self evaluation 
Record keeping

0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3
0  1  2  3
0  1  2
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Discussion of Findings

Teacher Educator Professional Identity

based on fundamental values and educational theory may form part of teachers’ 

From the comments on the assessment forms completed by the 15 supervisors 

matter, use of appropriate pedagogy for particular content and class level, 
classroom management, creating and sustaining an effective classroom learning 
environment, student teacher personality, problem solving, communication 
skills, and creativity, among others. Several of these combinations constituted 

teaching moved from a purely academic to a practical orientation, from a purely 
technological to a personal orientation, and from an individualist to a social 

Arts and Social Sciences Education, Sciences Education and Foundation Studies 

to categorise supervisors’ comments on the assessment forms during lesson 
observation.
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Table 2:  Supervisors’ subject background and the subjects they observed during the 
practicum

Supervisors’ 
Subject Bias

Subject Areas Supervised

Total
Languages

Arts and Social 
Sciences Sciences

Language 
Education

6 31 4 41

Arts and Social 
Sciences 
Education

9 22 9 40

Sciences 
Education

7 17 6 30

Foundation 
Studies

8 25 6 39

Total 30 95 25 150

to improve.
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plans, communication, use of instructional materials, classroom organisation 
and management, and assessment and evaluation of the teaching and learning 

found. Since the above aspects are related to pedagogy and foundation studies 

students on the practicum and the comments they made on various aspects in the 

a significant influence on their assessment of students’ teaching plans, 
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communication, use of instructional materials, classroom organisation and 

Despite the positive rating of many lesson aspects, analysis of supervisors’ 

comments made in a particular subject and those made in another subject by the 

plans, communication, use of instructional materials, classroom organisation, 

chalk, chalkboard, and duster as instructional materials, others do not. Further, 

either poorly illustrated, ineffectively used, untimely used, planned for but 

aspects in teaching. From the assessment form, supervisors’ conceptions of 
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humour, movement and posture before class, time management and classroom 

organisation and management, and assessment and evaluation of lessons 

background recognises the subjective nature of supervisors and the supervision 

something to be eradicated or denied, since judgements about competence 

to bias; rather it is the learned, relative standards of the assessor being used as 

and Butler, the assessor delivers objectivity, not the predetermined set of data. 

objective and subjective judgements converge. 

The Assessment form

the content for assessment. Supervisors use it to assess broad aspects such as 
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based model of assessment of the practicum.

Further, the assessment form is criterion-referenced, since supervisors rate 

described the assessment form thus: 

technical’ and ‘complex.’

important indicators of students’ interest in teaching and could determine their 
performance. Supervisors’ comments made in relation to the form depicted 

positive side. 

For instance: 

teacher and as a learner to assess a student.
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enhancing supervisors’ assessment task. A supervisor has to be compliant and 

Although the tool’s dependability is further enhanced by the several times 
supervisors assess students, and the use of more than one supervisor in assessing 
a student at different schedules during the practicum, it is rigid since it leaves 

and prescriptive aspects of the assessment form.

Such a standardised assessment form takes on a positivist rather than an 

instrument provides the benchmark for assessing the practicum as is the case 
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paradigmatic shift in assessment recognises the learning richness in the practice 

activity gradually diminishes into a dull, boring, and routine-like task, carried out 

Conclusion
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and the implementation of critical and developmental programmes for teacher 

and Skills’ Model; rather, they grasp the general level of competence displayed 

identity is challengeable and controllable by using a standard assessment form. 

-

Makerere University combines the competence and outcomes-based models. 

terms ‘visible pedagogy’ to be assessed by a set of pre-determined competences, 
bringing the role of supervisors in the predicament. Rather than shifting to the 
assessment of students’ critical, analytical and problem-solving skills, current 

the students’ and supervisors’ role. Although their roles have shifted to respond 
to the demands of an outcomes and competence-based teacher education, in 

teaching practicum supervisors of their professional judgment in assessment 
in the local space. 

lenses, students’ perceptions of supervisors’ assessment and support during 

performance.
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